Achievable Science with SmallSats/CubeSats

Cinzia Zuffada
Jet Propulsion Laboratory - California Institute of Technology
Science Fellow, US embassy of Rome

Sala del Chiostro
Facolta di Ingegneria Civile e Industriale
Sapienza Universita di Roma
26 febbraio 2019 - ore 11.00

In the cost-constrained environment of NASA, the need for an acceptable compromise between
science objectives and mission affordability is informing the decadal surveys. The rising credibility
of SmallSats and CubeSats as science platforms has changed significantly in the last few years
while access to space and the ability to deploy multiple spacecraft have inspired people to
develop mission concepts that exploit the new capability. Interestingly, new scientific
observations are possible, via constellations, formation flying, and sensor disaggregation. This
talk discusses the value added to planetary science, heliophysics, earth science, and astrophysics
measurements by single smallsats and constellations.
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